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Massapequa Escape Artist breaks
tfree from historical jail in minutes

by Joseph McArdle .

In the end, it took Michael Lee only 17 minutes to
break free from the numerous sets of handcuffs, pad-
locks and chains that had him locked up in jail. But
this Massapequan wasn’t incarcerated for a crime.
Instead, the professional escape artist chose to have
himselflocked up on October 28th, the 80th anniver-
sary of the death of another famous escape artist—
Harry Houdini.

He chose for this venue, the historic jail cell in the
basement of Old Town Hall at 47 West Main St.,
Babylon which was built in 1917 and recently placed
back into public hands and carefully restored.

Lee was handcuffed under the inspection and view
of several town officials and the public who were on
hand to witness the event. He was then locked into
the jail and given one hour to make his escape. Be-
fore a crowd of nearly 50 onlookers, he fought his way

(Continued on page 15)

In photo at right, Escape Artist Michael Lee is
shown with Babyon official Wayne Horsley after

" he broke out of the old jail in the Historical
! Babylon Town Hall.

JS)Ie

3
Ay

*JUSWIUTR)IO) U

|

g, = - —_ — W r

Escape Artist breaks free

Continued from page 3) ..

. through the handcuffs and the jail cell S lock the de-
sign, for which is still’ w1dely in use, in a little more
than a quarter of the time allotted him.

“Nothing as advanced as these (lock and hand-
cuffs) were used in Houdini’s day,” said a tnumpha.nt
Lee after his escape. “I don't think anyone else. would

. have been ablef is, andI don’t think they would;
want to try,” he a %
Le is abl' to

chfe ts thanksto 17 years\
ist. His persofial shows
, but"also mind-reading and
illusion. For his next endeavor, Lee is looking for
support from ‘show. business: moguls to attempt.an
underground escape. He is prepared to be buried alive
in a six-foot deep grave; and covered
with six tons of rock and cement, a feat that has yet
to be achieved by any escape artist to date. .

‘The event at Old Town Hall, which was built in
'1917 and only recently been- placed back:in public;
bands ‘was thanks largely to the backing of Councﬂ .

" incarcerated there would have been ‘quite surpri
. -at how quickly I escaped he said



